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Bishop Berkeley's sophistry.
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Next day we got to Harwich to dinner; and my passage in the packet-boat to Helvoetsluys being secured, and rny baggage put on board, we dined at our inn by ourselves. I happened to say it would be terrible if he should not find a speedy opportunity of returning to London, and be confined to so dull a place. JOHNSON. ' Don't, Sir, accustom yourself to use big words for little matters1. It would not be terrible, though I were to be detained some time here." The practice of using words of disproportionate magnitude, is, no doubt, too frequent every where; but, I think, most remarkable among the French, of which, all who have travelled in France must have been struck with innumerable instances.
We went and looked at the church, and having gone into it and walked up to the altar, Johnson, whose piety was constant and fervent, sent me to my knees, saying, ' Now that you are going to leave your native country, recommend yourself to the protection of your CREATOR and REDEEMER.'
After we came out of the church, we stood talking for some time together of Bishop Berkeley's ingenious sophistry to prove the non-existence of matter, and that every thing in the universe is merely ideal. I observed, that though we are satisfied his doctrine is not true, it is impossible to refute it. I never shall forget the alacrity with which Johnson answered, striking his foot with mighty force against a large stone, till he rebounded from it, ' I refute it thus3.' This was a stout exemplification of the first truths of Pere Bouffier*, or the original principles of Reid and of Beattie; without admitting which, we can no more argue in metaphysicks, than we can argue in methematicks without axioms. To me it is not conceivable how Berkeley can be answered by pure reasoning; but I know that the nice and difficult task was to have been undertaken by one of the most luminous minds of the present age, had not politicks ' turned him
* At college he would not let his companions say prodigious. Post, April 17, 1778.
3 See post, Sept. 19, I777> and 1780 in Mr. Langton's Colled inn. Dugald Stewart quotes a saying of Turgot:—' He who had never
might be assured he had no turn for metaphysical disquisitions.' Life of Reid, p. 416.
3 Claude Burner, born 1661, died 1737. Author of Traite'despremieres tih'Ms et (te la source de nos juge-inents.beurre fondu sur crust of which was made with bad     Icur veau roti."'
